
2010 John Holtz Memorial Lecture-
”Trials of the Trails” 
The Friends of Brookens Library and the San-
gamon County Historical Society invite you to 
join us for the 2010 John Holtz Memorial Lec-
ture on Tuesday April 20, at 7:00 pm in 

Brookens Auditorium.  This year’s lecture will focus on the Donner Party’s 
ill-fated journey from Springfield, Illinois to California, in 1846.  Don 
Springer, a  descendant of the Donner family and board member of the 
Historical Society, will be presenting his lecture “Trials of the Trails.”  He 
will share his unique perspective on the Donner Family history and their 
now famous journey out West.  A reception will follow in the PAC Restau-
rant. 

An exhibit of Donner Party artifacts and memorabilia will be available im-
mediately following the presentation. Also, check out the display on the 
Donner Party history throughout the month of April on the Library’s main 
level. Brookens Library Archives Department has an extensive collection 
on the Donner Party. To view what’s in the collection visit: http://bit.ly/
dCqO1m 

Comments? Questions? E-mail us: libcol@uis.edu  or  call : (217) 206-6633 
Brookens Bytes is edited by Christine Ross, Assistant Professor of Library Instructional 
Services and Director of Collection and Research Services 
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Follow the Library on Twitter and Facebook 
The Library now has its own pages on Twitter and Facebook. Be sure to add us 
and keep up to date on what is new and exciting at Brookens! 

Free Trial: Ethnographic Video Online  
Ethnographic Video Online, another Critical 
Video Edition by Alexander Street Press, pro-
vides the largest, most comprehensive re-
source for the study of human culture and be-
havior – more than 750 hours and 1,000 films at completion. The collection 
covers every region of the world and features the work of many of the 
most influential documentary filmmakers of the 20th century, including in-
terviews, previously unreleased raw footage, field notes, study guides, and 
more.  The collection's wealth of video and multiplicity of perspectives al-
low students and scholars to see, experience, and study the films in ways 
never before possible. Videos are sorted in a multitude of useful ways: by 
ethnographer, by culture, by date, and by geographic location. The trial 
ends May 3, 2010. Try out Ethnographic Video Online—and send your 
feedback to Christine Ross. 

National Library Week—April 11-17, 2010 
It’s National Library Week, a time to celebrate the 
contributions of libraries, librarians and library 
workers in schools, campuses and communities 
nationwide. Public, school, academic and special 
libraries make a difference to millions of Ameri-
cans, today more than ever.  National Library 
Week is April 11-17.  Celebrate today by visiting 
Brookens Library - in person or online and discover how communities 
thrive @ your library.  

April is National Poetry Month 
National Poetry Month is a month-long, national cele-
bration of poetry established in 1996 by the Acad-
emy of American Poets. The concept is to widen the 
attention of individuals and the media—to the art of 
poetry, to living poets, to our complex poetic heri-
tage, and to poetry books and journals of wide aes-
thetic range and concern. We hope to increase the 

visibility and availability of poetry in popular culture while acknowledging 
and celebrating poetry’s ability to sustain itself in the many places where it 
is practiced and appreciated. To see a list of new poetry books at 
Brookens Library, visit http://ow.ly/1uNRg. 


